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W E L C O M E

Thank  you  fo r  tak ing  t ime  to

read  th i s  prof i le .

 

 

As  you  read  on  please  know

that  we  are  pray ing  fo r  you

as  you  discern  whether  God

is  ca l l ing  you  to  the

Cockermouth  Area  Team  in

the  Grasmoor  Miss ion

Community .  

 

 

This  i s  an  exc i t ing

opportuni ty  to  jo in  a  group

of  v ibrant  and  diverse

churches ,  who  have  a

pass ion  and  v i s ion  to  see

God ’s  k ingdom  grow .  

WE 'VE  A  PASS ION
AND A  V IS ION  TO
SEE  GOD 'S
K INGDOM GROW
 2



The  Cockermouth  Area

Team  i s  a  benef ice ,

cons i s t ing  of  4  churches :

two  in  the  town  i t se l f

(Chr i s t  Church  and  Al l

Sa ints ' )  and  two  in

out ly ing  v i l lages ,  each

about  3 -4  miles  f rom  the

centre .  These  are  Chr i s t

Church ,  Great  Broughton

and  St  Br idget ’s ,

Br idek i rk .

 

Each  has  i t s  own  DCC ,

and  manages  the i r  own

f inances  and  loca l

governance .   
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W H O  AR E  W E?

The  PCC  i s  the  l ega l l y -

establ i shed  body ,  with

representat i ves  f rom  each

DCC .  Tota l  ER  membersh ip

i s  approx imate ly  250 .  

 

Although  a  team ,  each

church  i s  encouraged  to

grow  i t s  own  miss ion  and

minis t ry  and  to  discern

together  what  the i r

co l lect i ve  ca l l ing  i s  in  the i r

own  community .  

 



Espec ia l l y  in  the  town ,

dis t inct i veness  i s

encouraged  with  each

church  help ing  to

support  the  other  v ia  the

leadersh ip  of  Team

Rector  and  Team  Vicar ,

and  the  adminis t rat ion  

of  the  Par i sh  Off ice ,

located  at  Chr i s t  Church ,

Cockermouth .  Here  there

i s  a  part - t ime  Par i sh

Adminis t rator .

 

The  Team  has  4  Readers ;

and  there  are  4  act ive

ret i red  c lergy .  Al l  these

take  the i r  place  on  the

monthly  worsh ip  rota ,

accord ing  to  the i r

var ious  degrees  of

ava i lab i l i t y .  In  recent

t imes ,  there  has  been  an

emphas i s  on  personal

ca l l ings  to  a  var iety  of

min is t r ies . .
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W H O  AR E  W E?
There  are  a  number  of  l ay

min is ters  of  di f fe rent  k inds ;

and  cur rent ly  two

ord inands  in  t ra in ing ,  with

another  three  who  have

of fe red  fo r  ord inat ion  and

are  cur rent ly  going  through

a  discernment  process

 

 

 

You  may  f ind  the  fo l lowing

webs i tes  usefu l  fo r  fu r ther

in format ion :

 

Cockermouth  &  the  North

Lake  Dist r ic t  

http : / /cockermouth .org .uk

Cockermouth  Area  Team

http : / /cockermouthareachu

rches .org .uk /

 

http://cockermouth.org.uk/
http://cockermouthareachurches.org.uk/


This  t rad i t iona l  par i sh

church  s tands  high  over

the  town  of

Cockermouth ,  i t s  sp i re

seen  f rom  a l l  around .    I t

i s  known  and  loved  as

the  “Wordsworth

Church ”  and  att racts

many  v i s i tors .

  

The  members  enjoy

t rad i t iona l  worsh ip  but

are  not  af ra id  to  leave

the  comfort  of  th i s  to

br ing  in  other  s ty les  and

types  of  worsh ip  when

appropr iate  ( fo r

example :  Agape ,  Ta izé ,

Iona ,  thanksg iv ing ,

heal ing ) .  

 

 

 

 

 

.    
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Al l  S a i n t s  C o c k e r m o u t h  
The  c lergy  at  Al l  Sa ints ’  are

ably  ass i s ted  by  a  team  of  6

Lay  Worsh ip  Leaders ,  two  of

whom  are  t ra in ing  fo r

ord inat ion .  

 

L i fe  at  Al l  Sa ints ’  i s  very

much  underp inned  by

prayer .  We  of fe r  conf ident ia l

prayer  minis t ry  at  the  main

serv ice  every  Sunday ,  a  smal l

group  meet  every  Monday

morn ing  fo r  Morning  Prayer

and  there  i s  a  prayer  help -

l ine  ava i lab le  fo r  urgent

prayer  requests .  Members  of

the  Pastora l  Group  are  a lso

ava i lab le  fo r  pastora l  care

and  v i s i t ing  i f  requi red .



For  wel l  over  a  year  now

we  have  been  look ing

outward  to  br ing

bless ings  and  the  word  of

God  to  the  l a rge  nearby

hous ing  estate  (Slate fe l l

and  Highf ie ld ) ,  who

assoc iate  and  ident i f y

themselves  with  Al l

Sa ints ’  Church .  However ,

attendance  f rom  th i s  part

o f  the  town  seems  to  be

main ly  res t r ic ted  to

bapt i sms ,  funera l s  and

occas iona l  weddings .    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In  the  future  we  hope  to

at t ract  more  fami l ies  in to

the  church  and  a l ready

of fe r  a  “Sunday  School ”

once  a  month .

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Al l  S a i n t s  C o c k e r m o u t h  
Al l  Sa ints ’  Church  of  England

pr imary  school  has  s t rong

l inks  with  the  church ;  the

whole  school  come  in  fo r

events  such  as  Al l  Sa ints ’

Day  and  Chr i s tmas  Nat iv i ty ,

and  fo r  Exper ience  Easter ,

Chr i s tmas ,  Pentecost  and

Harvest  (we  t ry  to  inc lude

one  of  these  a  year ) .

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church  members  run  an

Afterschool  Club  ca l led

Awesome  Sa ints  fo r  Years  3

and  4  and  we  have  seen  th i s

cont inue  to  deve lop  over  the

las t  3  or  4  years .  Church

members  have  s tar ted  to  go

into  assembl ies .
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Recent ly  we  have  fo rmed  a

l ink  with  the  Highf ie ld

Community  Centre  on  the

S late fe l l  and  Highf ie ld

estate  and  as  a  church

take  up  serv ices  such  as

Chr i s t ing le ,  Pet  serv ices

etc .    Members  of  Al l

Sa ints ’  invo lve  themselves

wi th  a  Food  Pantry  and

Clothes  Pantry  run  out  of

the  community  centre ,

and  jo in  in  with  other

act i v i t ies  such  as  Bingo

nights .    Our  hope  fo r  the

future  i s  that  by  being  a

regular  presence  with in

the  estate  people  wi l l

come  to  know  us  and  to

show  an  in terest  in        

 our  Chr i s t ian  l i fe .

 

This  re lat ionsh ip

cont inues  to  deve lop    

and  has  been  added  

to  by  the  plant ing  of  a  

church  (Cockermouth

Chr i s t ian  Centre )  on  

the  same  complex .

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Al l  S a i n t s  C o c k e r m o u t h  
 

Al l  Sa ints ’  and  the

Cockermouth  Chr i s t ian

Centre  are  combin ing

resources  to  work  more  with

chi ldren  in  such  events  as

Messy  Church .    This

re lat ionsh ip  i s  in  i t s  in fancy ,

but  both  churches  are

exc i ted  by  the  poss ib i l i t y  of

making  a  di f fe rence  in  the

area  by  work ing  together .  We

see  th i s  shar ing  of  gi f t s  as  a

very  pos i t i ve  way  fo rward .
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As  regards  the  church

bui ld ing  of  Al l  Sa ints ’ ,  th i s

i s  in  the  process  of  being

deve loped  in to  a  space  fo r

the  21s t  Century .    Our

v i s ion  inc ludes  the  area  at

the  back  of  the  church

being  t rans formed  in to  a

soc ia l  place  of  meet ing

rooms ,  k i tchen  and

to i le ts .    The  Lady  Chapel ,

which  i s  used  of ten  fo r

pr i vate  prayer  and  smal le r

serv ices  of  worsh ip ,  i s

env i saged  as  a  screened

area .    Heat ing  wi l l  be

zoned  which  hopefu l l y  wi l l

make  the  bui ld ing  both

warmer  and  more

welcoming .

 

The  s ize  of  the  bui ld ing  i s

conducive  to  hold ing

community  events  and ,  in

the  past ,  we  have  hosted  a

number  of  concerts ,

exhib i t ions ,  fes t i va l s  etc .  

I t  i s  hoped  to  grow  th i s  in

the  future  with  the

int roduct ion  of  necessary

fac i l i t ies  and  heat ing .

 

 

 

 

 

 

Al l  S a i n t s  C o c k e r m o u t h  
The  e ight -bel l  r ing ing

chamber  has  an  enthus ias t ic

band  which  cont inues  to

recru i t  and  teach  new

r ingers .    The  bel l s  r ing  loud

and  c lear  on  Sunday

morn ings ,  Wednesday  night

pract ice  and  on  spec ia l

occas ions .      We  are  open  fo r

bus iness ,  f i l led  with  pass ion

and  hope  fo r  a  future  where

more  and  more  people  come

to  know  Chr i s t ’s  presence  in

the i r  l i ves .

 

Further  l inks  can  be  found  at :

Facebook

www . facebook .com /a l l sa intsc

ockermouth /
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http://www.facebook.com/allsaintscockermouth/


 

Where  fa i th  grows  … .

 

Chr i s t  Church

Cockermouth  i s  an

ec lect ic  group  of  ord inary

people  bound  together  by

our  love  of  Jesus  and

commitment  to  serve  him

in  Cockermouth  and  the

sur rounding  area .  Chr i s t

Church  i s  a  v ibrant

modern  church  which

enjoys  t ry ing  new  ideas .

Using  sound ,  drama ,  v ideo

and  symbols  we  a im  to

br ing  colour  and

insp i rat ion  in to  our  fa i th

act iv i t ies  making  them

more  in teract i ve  and

invo lv ing .

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our  church  membersh ip

inc ludes  1 10  people

reg is tered  on  the  electora l

ro l l  inc luding  an  even  sp l i t

o f  men  and  women ,  over

ha l f  of  whom  are  act ive  in

serv ing  in  the  l i fe  of  the

church .

 

A  fu r ther  150  people  are

engaged  in  regular  events ,

act iv i t ies  and  serv ices

beyond  our  Sunday  serv ice .

 

Over  recent  years  we  fee l

b lessed  that  more  and  more

people  have  become

invo lved  in  di f fe rent  aspects

of  church  l i fe .
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Today  there  are  four

l icenced  Lay  Minis ters

(act ive  across  the  par i sh

team  and  wider  Miss ion

Community ) ,  a  Leadersh ip

Team ,  and  severa l  l ay

worsh ip  l eaders  who  l ead

our  serv ices .  In  addi t ion ,

66  people  regular l y

vo lunteer  to  help  with  our

Sunday  serv ices .  

 

Our  Vis ion  
 

Over  the  l as t  two  years  we

have  deve loped  an

insp i r ing  miss iona l  v i s ion

for  Chr i s t  Church  l inked

to  the  tag l ine  “Where

Fa i th  Grows ” .  

 

We  bel ieve  our  v i s ion

descr ibes  what  Chr i s t

Church  should  look  and

fee l  l i ke :  i t s  not  meant  to

descr ibe  the  deta i l  of  how

we  get  there .

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worsh ip  

Chi ldren  Fami l ies  and

Young  People  

Pastora l ,  Welcome  and

Hospi ta l i t y .

We  are  work ing  towards  our

v i s ion  by  harness ing  the

sk i l l s  and  potent ia l  of  our

members  by  focuss ing  on

three  themed  areas
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Our  v i s ion  s tatement  i s

supported  by  three

miss ion  s tatements

which  descr ibe  how  we

wi l l  del i ver  the  v i s ion

and  which  re f lect  the

three  ident i f ied  themes .

These  can  be  found  on

our  webs i te .

 

Our  Worsh ip
 

Our  two  Sunday  serv ices

see  an  average  of  80  to

100  people  attending .

Our  ear ly  serv ice  i s  a

quieter ,  more  t rad i t iona l ,

prayer  book  serv ice  with

Holy  Communion .  This  i s

fo l lowed  by  a  t ime  of

shared  re f reshment  and

chat  where  our  ear ly  and

later  congregat ions  come

together  ,  catch  up ,  pray

and  share .

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Our  10 .00am  serv ice  s ty le

changes  throughout  the

monthly  pattern  -    1 s t  Sunday

serv ices  are  a  more

t rad i t iona l  serv ice  of  Morning

Worsh ip ,  usua l l y  with  the

organ  and  hymns .  2nd  and

3rd  Sunday  serv ices  are  more

creat ive  and  in formal  with  a

worsh ip  band  l ead ing  more

modern  worsh ip  songs  and

might  inc lude  drama ,

tes t imonies  and  audio /v i sua l

i tems .  On  2nd  Sunday

af ternoons  we  run  Messy

Church .  Our  4th  Sunday  a l l -

age  café -s ty le  serv ice

explores  bib le  teaching  in  a

contemporary ,  creat ive ,

thought -provok ing  way  with

audio ,  v ideo  and  modern

worsh ip .
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Beyond  Sunday
 

Beyond  Sunday  our

members  meet  and  share

through  a  range  of  groups

and  events  inc luding

those  above  and  Men 's

and  l ad ies '  breakfasts ,  and

a  mid -week  prayer  group .  

Chr i s t  Church  a lso

supports  a  walk ing  group

organised  and  l ed  by

members  of  Chr i s t  Church ,

under  the  umbre l la  of

Churches  Together  In  the

Cockermouth  Area .

 

In  2019  we  are  s tar t ing  the

year  running  two  Ta lk ing

Jesus  courses  and  a  Star t

course
 

Each  ind iv idua l  church

member  i s  supported  in

regular  prayer  by  prayer

supports  and  a  prayer

cha in .

 

 

 

 

.    
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Our  Bui ld ing

Vis ion
 

Eleven  years  ago  we  began

our  f i r s t  phase  of  re -order ing

our  bui ld ings  by  making  a

more  f lex ib le  space  in  the

church  nave  with  the

removal  of  the  pews  and  the

addi t ion  of  to i le ts  and  a  new

ki tchen .  New  heat ing  and

modern  audio  v i sua l

prov i s ion  have  a lso  been

insta l led .  In  response  to  our

new  v i s ion  we  are  a  few

months  in to  a  second  phase

of  reorder ing  a imed  at

ensur ing  our  bui ld ings  can

help  us  prov ide  more

f lex ib le ,  usable  spaces  as  a

Fa i th  Hub  and  fo r  the  wider

community .

 

 

 

 

 

.    
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The  Church  Rooms  (a  separate

bui ld ing  on  the  same  s i te )  are

used  on  a  dai l y  bas i s  by  a  range

of  community  groups  whi l s t  the

church  hosts  l a rger  events  such

as  concerts ,  U3A  and  theat re .

This  i s  part  of  our  expanding

v i s ion  fo r  Chr i s t  Church .    The

Church  Rooms  are  a lso  home  to

the  Par i sh  Adminis t rator 's  of f ice ,

L ink ing  L ives  (combat ing

lonel iness  and  soc ia l  i so lat ion )

and  fo r  NISCU  (Chr i s t ian  schools

workers ) .

 

Further  l inks  can  be  found  at  

 

www .chr i s tchurchcockermouth .o

rg .uk

Facebook

www . facebook .com /Chr i s tChurc

hCockermouth

http://www.christchurchcockermouth.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchCockermouth


Si tuat ion
 

Chr i s t  Church  Great

Broughton  s i t s  between  the

two  jo ined  up  v i l lages  of

Great  and  L i t t le  Broughton ,

next  to  the  v i l lage  play ing

f ie ld  ( the  Wel fare  F ie ld )  and

a  short  walk  f rom  the  Vi l lage

Hal l  and  the  Pr imary

School .    Broughton  i s  jus t  of f

the  A66  l ess  than  3  miles

f rom  Cockermouth  and  has  a

shop ,  bakery ,  hai r  sa lon  and

four  pubs .  The  Vicarage  i s  in

L i t t le  Broughton .  There  are

around  900  houses  in  the

v i l lage ,  inc luding  some

recent  hous ing

deve lopments  and  a  mixed

populat ion  of  older  people ,

work ing  adul ts  and  young

fami l ies .    There  i s  cur rent ly  a

regular ,  i f  in f requent ,  bus

serv ice .
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Bui ld ing
 

The  church  was  bui l t  in  1856 ,  has

stone  wal l s  and  a  s la te  roof  and

some  s ta ined -  glass  windows

and  a  l a rge  churchyard  which  i s

s t i l l  used  fo r  bur ia l s .  The

bui ld ing  i s  in  good  order ,  hav ing

been  re - roofed  in  2010  and  had

other  recent  repa i r s .    In  2014

some  pews  were  removed  and  a

soc ia l  space  created ,  together

wi th  a  new  extens ion  in  keeping

with  the  res t  of  the  bui ld ing

which  houses  two  to i le ts ,

inc luding  one  fo r  the  disabled ,

and  a  k i tchen  area .    We  have  a

smal l  l ending  l ib rary  in  the

soc ia l  area .  There  i s  disabled

access .

 



People
 

We  are  a  church  of

hardwork ing  committed  and

welcoming  l ay  people  most

of  whom  take  an  act ive  part

both  in  serv ices  and  the

upkeep  of  the  church .  Two

members  are  cur rent ly

seek ing  to  t ra in  fo r  Ordained

Min is t ry .  There  are  two

churchwardens .  Other

church  members  and  some

loca l  vo lunteers  help  with

the  churchyard ,  c lean ing ,

f lowers  and  genera l  upkeep .  

Despi te  hav ing  an  age ing

congregat ion ,  we  are

cur rent ly  doing  our  best  to

encourage  younger  people ,

to  spread  the  Chr i s t ian  

fa i th  in  our  v i l lages  and

to  make  everyone  fee l  

welcome  in  the  church .  

We  fee l  that  

hospi ta l i t y  i s  one  of  

our  s t rengths .
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Pattern  of  Worsh ip
 

We  have  a  cyc le  of  serv ices  at

10 .45am  each  Sunday :  -  Al l  age

serv ice ,  Café  church ,  Morning

Prayer  and  Holy  Communion .

Serv ices  other  than  

Communion  are  usua l l y  l ay  l ed .  

Current ly  any  Bapt i sms  take

place  fo l lowing  the  serv ice  of

Morn ing  Prayer .  CDs  are

normal ly  used  fo r  hymns  

but  we  do  have  an  organ  which

is  played  occas iona l l y .    On

Thursdays  at  10  a .m .  there  i s  a

sa id  Communion ,  attended  by

an  average  of  8  to  12  people ,

fo l lowed  by  a  cof fee  morning .

The  Sunday  Communion  serv ice  

i s  the  best  attended  and  we  

                            have  fe l t  the  

                            loss  of  our  

                            second  

                            Sunday  

                            Communion  

                            each  month .

 

   

 



A  prayer  group  meets  at

7pm  every  Monday .  We  have

an  annual  World  day  of

Prayer  Serv ice  jo int l y  with

Br igham ,  mainta in ing  our

l ink  with  St .  Br idget ’s  and

Br igham  Methodis ts .  We  are

open  to  other  fo rms  and

t imes  of  worsh ip  which

might  be  more  access ib le  

to  the  wider  community  

and  those  seek ing  to  f ind

out  more  about  the   

Chr i s t ian  fa i th .

 

Community

Invo lvement
We  fee l  our  church  has

ga ined  much  f rom  the

invo lvement  of  the  

cur rent  Team  Rector  and  

his  wife  in  our  v i l lage .    In  

part icu lar ,  loca l  people  

have  been  more  wi l l ing  

to  prov ide  help  and  

support .  With  help  

f rom  members  of  other  

CAT  churches  we  have

success fu l l y  prov ided  “Messy

Fun ”  days  in  school  hol idays

for  Pr imary  chi ldren .  
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There  i s  a lso  a  Youth  Café  on

the  second  Fr iday  of  each

month ,  attended  by  between  10

and  15  young  people .    The

Rainbows  use  the  church  each

Wednesday .  A  smal l  music

group  meets  fo r tn ight ly  on

Thursdays  af ter  Communion .

L inks  to  the  school  are

important  to  us  and  the  cur rent

Team  Rector  takes  occas iona l

assembl ies .The  School  uses  the

church  as  part  of  the  RE

curr icu lum  and  to  hold  spec ia l

serv ices  at  Easter ,  Harvest  and

Chr i s tmas .  The  Mothers ’  Union

meets  monthly  in  the  church .  

Our  Chr i s t ing les  serv ice  on

Chr i s tmas  Eve  has  been  so  

wel l

at tended  

that  we  

now  have

two .  

   

 



F inances
 

We  have  been  lucky  enough

to  have  had  a  bequest  which

paid  fo r  the  Church  roof  and

to  have  had  some  money

f rom  the  sa le  of  our  old

church  hal l  which  set  our

f inances  onto  a  f i rm  path

over  the  l as t  15  years .  

Grants  were  obta ined  fo r  the

to i le t  extens ion .    We

cont inue  to  meet  our

obl igat ions  each  year ,  but

g iv ing  does  not  cover

everyth ing  and  we  do  re ly  on

income  f rom  weddings  and

funera l s .    Sadly ,  the  number

of  these  in  church  i s

dec l in ing .  We  have

occas iona l  fundra i s ing

events ,  inc luding  fo r  char i ty .

This  year  we  held  a  very

success fu l  f lower  fes t i va l .

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

c h r i s t  c h u r c h  G R EAT  B R O U G H T O N   

TEAM REC TOR  PROF I LE

J ANUARY  2020 3

Vis ion  fo r  the

Future
 

We  have  gained  f rom  our

l inks  with  the  CAT ,

part icu lar l y  in  te rms  of

support  f rom  members  of  the

other  churches  and  a  wider

range  of  Lay  serv ice  l eaders .

We  cont inue  to  be  outward

look ing ,  but  with  an

emphas i s  on  what  we  can

give  to  our  loca l  community

in  Broughton  and  how  we

can  reach  out  to  the  younger

fami l ies  in  our  v i l lage .    

 



At  St .  Br idget ’s ,  our  miss ion

is  to  reach  our  community

wi th  the  love  of  God .  We

may  be  smal l  in  numbers ,

with  around  fo r ty  meet ing

every  week ,  but  we  are

mighty  in  God ’s  power .  As

we  nav igate  our  church  in to

modern  cul ture ,  we  hold

t ight  to  l i s ten ing  to  God ’s

vo ice ,  reta in ing  some  of  our

beaut i fu l  t rad i t ions ,  ever

evo lv ing  but  f i rmly  grounded

on  the  t ruth  of  the  Word .

 

Our  church  serves

approx imate ly  500

households  across  four  rura l

v i l lages ;  Br idek i rk ,  Ta l lent i re ,

Papcast le  ( inc luding  Bel le

Vue )  and  Dovenby .  We  a lso

have  fami l ies  attending  f rom

Cockermouth  and  v i l lages

fur ther  af ie ld .  Our  beaut i fu l

church  bui ld ing  has  recent ly

been  f i t ted  with  a  l a rge

screen  and  pro jector  to  a id

modern  worsh ip .  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

S T .  B r i d g e t 's  b r i d e k i r k   

We  have  a  new  fe l lowship

room  attached  to  the  church ,

inc luding  k i tchen  and  to i le ts .

Our  two  wardens  and  group

of  vo lunteers  do  a  wonder fu l

job  mainta in ing  the  bui ld ing

and  i t s  grounds .  We  are  a lso

blessed  with  a  smal l  worsh ip

band ,  an  organis t  and  severa l

committed ,  Spi r i t - f i l led

worsh ip  l eaders  and  l ay

preachers  -  one  of  whom  i s

about  to  begin  the  course  to

ord inat ion .  F inanc ia l

s tewardsh ip  i s  improv ing ,  but

we  s t i l l  have  work  to  do  to

ensure  the  upkeep  of  such  a

large  and  wonder fu l  bui ld ing .
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a  weekly  Baby  Club  (Mums

and  babies  /  young

toddlers )

a  monthly  Youth  Café  (Year

6  chi ldren  and  above )

a  Monday  Fr iendship  Group

which  shares  lunch  with

the  e lder ly  in  our

community

be l l  r ingers  who  pract ice

weekly ,  prepar ing  to  serve

our  church  serv ices

house  groups ,  loca l l y  and  in

Cockermouth

Growing  Disc ip les  (Sunday

School )  every  Sunday

except  Al l  Age  serv ices .

So  how  do  we  reach  our

community ?  As  wel l  as

church  serv ices  every  Sunday ,

we  have :
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Youth  f rom  our  Sunday

School  attending  JUMP ,  the

Team  Youth  Group  and

a  mid -week  prayer  meet ing .

 

 

 

 Our  serv ice  s t ructure   

 inc ludes  Holy  Communion  

 once  a  month ,  two  serv ices  

 of  Morning  Prayer  and  the  

 second  Sunday  of  every  

 month  features  a  more  

 contemporary  Al l  Age  

 serv ice .  Our  v ibrant  Growing  

 Disc ip les ,  with  chi ldren  

 ranging  f rom  2  to  13  years ,  

 l ead  aspects  of  the  Al l  Age  

 serv ices .  We  are  a lso  blessed  

 to  be  part  of  the  bigger  

 Cockermouth  Area  Team ,  

 enjoy ing  worsh ip  with  them  

 and  shar ing  resources .
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On  the  hor izon  we  are

planning  an  ‘Explorers ’  

course  fo r  those  new  to  fa i th

in  addi t ion  to  deve loping  an

‘Open  The  Book ’  in i t ia t i ve  to

share  bib le  s tor ies  with

schools .  We  have  a  s t rong

re lat ionsh ip  with  our  loca l

Church  Pr imary  School ,

work ing  espec ia l l y  c lose ly  at

Celebrat ion  t imes  of  year .

Events  such  as  Exper ience

Harvest  /  Easter  /  Church

enable  us  to  bui ld  on

re lat ionsh ips  with  the

younger  fami l ies  regular l y

at tending  Al l  Age  worsh ip ;  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

re lat ionsh ips  that  cont inue

beyond  Sundays  through

WhatsApp  Messenger ,

Facebook  and  meet ing

in formal ly  in  the  week .

 

St  Br idget ’s ,  Br idek i rk ,  i s

proof  that  there  i s  l i fe  in  the

o ld  church .  We  embrace  the

chal lenge  of  evo lv ing  our

t rad i t iona l  her i tage  whi l s t

remain ing  focused  on  the

love  of  God ,  with  Chr i s t  as

our  example .  We  are  ready  to

share  the  Good  News  with  a l l

and  our  hope  fo r  the  future  i s

s imple ;  to  know  God  more

deeply  and  to  reach  more

people  with  His  love .

S T .  B r i d g e t 's  b r i d e k i r k   
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In t roduct ion
 

The  concept  of  ‘Miss ion

Communit ies ’  has  been  in  the

mind  and  heart  of  our  county

church  l eaders  fo r  some  years

and  i s  a  major  part  of  the

‘God  fo r  Al l ’  s t rategy .  ‘A

Miss ion  Community  i s  a

c luster  of  ecumenica l

churches  who  commit  to

work ing  together  to  make

God  fo r  Al l  a  rea l i t y  in  the i r

community .  

 

 

This  inc ludes  how  to  use

the i r  combined  resources

(bui ld ings ,  people ,

establ i shed  connect ions )

fo r  miss ion  and  outreach . ’

(See  God  fo r  Al l  webs i te

www .godfora l l .org .uk /miss i

on -communit ies )

 

 

 

 

http://www.godforall.org.uk/mission-communities
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Format ion
 

Planning  fo r  a  Miss ion

Community  (MC )  based  around

Cockermouth  began  in  the

spr ing  of  2016 ,  with  the

format ion  of  a  Steer ing  Group .

Here ,  a  c lose ,  prayer fu l

fe l lowship  has  evo lved ,

cons i s t ing  of  c lergy  and  l ay

representat i ves  f rom  a l l  the

churches  and /or  benef ices  in

the  MC .  Var ious  conversat ions

took  place  with in  and

between  the  churches  and

some  pr ior i t ies  were  ident i f ied

such  as  chi ldren ’s  and  youth

min is t ry ,  reading  groups ,

l eadersh ip  t ra in ing ,  of f ice

adminis t rat ion  etc .  On  Advent

Sunday  2016  we  had  our  f i r s t

shared  worsh ip  serv ice ,  where

Holy  Communion  was  jo int l y

ce lebrated  with  a  guest

preacher ,  His  Honour  Judge

Mark  Hedley ,  Diocesan

Chancel lo r  of  L iverpool .  He

preached  about  ce lebrat ing

our  di f fe rences  and  divers i ty

o f  gi f t s .

 

 

Subsequent ly ,  the  new

Grasmoor  Miss ion

Community  was  l aunched

at  a  spec ia l  open -a i r

serv ice  at  Paddle  School

on  Pentecost  Sunday  in

June  2017 .  By  th i s  t ime ,

there  was  suf f ic ient

agreement  with in  a l l

churches  that  our  best

hopes  fo r  miss ion  and

growth  l ay  in  our  shared

resources .  The  Steer ing

Group  now  became  the

Leadersh ip  Team ,  and  in

February  2018 ,  the  Bishop

of  Car l i s le  attended

another  jo int  serv ice  fo r

the  commiss ion ing  of

Godf rey  But land  as  Miss ion

Community  Leader .
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Growth
 

Since  September  2015 ,  the

Cockermouth  Area  Team  had

been  deve lop ing  a  ‘hub ’  model

of  church  organizat ion .  The

‘hub ’  of  the  wheel  represented

the  l eadersh ip  of  the  Team ,

inc luding  i t s  of f ice

adminis t rat ion ;  the  spokes

connected  the  centre  with  the

‘ r im ’ ,  where  the  loca l  churches

were  to  be  found  –  the  ‘ rubber

h i t t ing  the  road ’ ,  in  te rms  of

the  church ’s  miss ion !  In  other

words ,  the  loca l  church  i s  key ,

ra ther  than  the  centra l

organizat ion ,  which  only

serves  to  resource  and  enable

the  ‘ r im . ’  This  model  was  now

appl ied  to  the  MC .

 

In  November  2018 ,  Kev in  and

Ann  Roberts  came  to  l ead  a

weekend  fo r  the  MC  at  Rydal

Hal l .  Former ly  an  Archdeacon

in  th i s  diocese ,  Kev in  now

leads  ReSource  –  an  Angl ican  

 

 

organisat ion  help ing  ' l i t t le ,

loca l  and  ord inary '

churches  to  f lour i sh  in

min is t ry  and  miss ion ,  in

the  power  of  the  Holy

Spi r i t .  The  weekend

focussed  on  the  ca l l  of  God

to  each  ind iv idua l

Chr i s t ian ,  and  to  churches

to  serve  God  in  the  church

and  the  wor ld .  By  then ,

Shar ing  God ’s  Bless ing  was

wel l  under  way  –  a  too l  fo r

the  renewing  of  the  loca l

church ,  through  fac i l i ta ted

conversat ions ,  f rom  a  book

by  Robin  Greenwood  of  the

same  name .  By  the  spr ing

of  2020 ,  i t  i s  hoped  that  a l l

14  churches  wi l l  have

part ic ipated  in  th i s

process ,  l ead ing  to  a

c learer  unders tanding  of

what  i t  means  to  be

‘church ’  in  the i r  own

locat ion .

 

 

 

 



The  Future
 

In  the  f i r s t  hal f  of  2020 ,  the  Leadersh ip  Team  wi l l  take

part  in  ‘Moving  Forward ’ ,  fac i l i ta ted  by  Cumbr ia  Chr i s t ian

Learn ing .  This  a ims  to  help  us  sharpen  our  v i s ion  fo r  the

MC .  But  our  hope  and  prayer  remain  fo r  the  renewal  of

the  loca l  church  –  growing  in  fa i th  and  in  numbers ,  ‘ fo r

the  growth  of  God ’s  Kingdom  in  Cumbr ia . ’
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Grasmoor  Miss ion

Community

Churches
 

Angl ican
 

Cockermouth Area Team
Al l  Sa ints ,  Cockermouth

Chr i s t  Church ,  Cockermouth

St  Br idget ’s ,  Br idek i rk

Chr i s t  Church ,  Great

Broughton

 

Brigham,  Cl i f ton,  Dean &
Mosser  *

St  Br idget ’s ,  Br igham

St  Luke ’s ,  Cl i f ton

St  Oswald ’s ,  Dean

St  Phi l ip ’s ,  Mosser

 

Lorton,  Loweswater  &
Buttermere  

St .  Cuthbert ’s ,  Lor ton

St  Bartho lomew ’s ,  Loweswater

St  James ’s ,  Buttermere

 

 

 
 

 

Methodis t
 

Lor ton  Street  Methodis t

Church ,  Cockermouth

Br igham  Methodis t  Chapel

 

United  Reformed

Church
 

Cockermouth  United

Reformed  Church

*The  ro le  of  Miss ion  Community

Leader   invo lves  some  l eve l  of

leadersh ip /  respons ib i l i t y  fo r

the  other  par i shes  in  the

Miss ion  Community .  The  four

Angl ican  churches  of  Br igham ,

Cl i f ton ,  Dean  and  Mosser  are  at

present    in  vacancy  with  a

poss ib i l i t y  of  appoint ing  a

House  fo r  Duty  or  other  s imi la r

post ,  which  the  new  Miss ion

Community  Leader  would  be

part  of  shaping  and  appoint ing .
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Ly ing  jus t  outs ide  the  boundary  of  the  Lake  Dist r ic t

Nat iona l  Park ,  Cockermouth  i s  an  att ract i ve  market

town  not  overwhelmed  by  the  tour i s t  atmosphere

of  Keswick  and  Ambles ide .  I t  i s  one  of  only  51  towns

in  Great  Br i ta in  des ignated  as  a  ‘Gem ’  town .  Today ’s

v i s i to rs  are  att racted  by  the  town ’s  ca lm ,  i t s

nearness  to  some  of  the  more  peacefu l  l akes  and

mounta ins ,  and  the  fact  that  Dorothy  and  Wil l iam

Wordsworth  were  born  here .  The  l a rge  Georg ian

house   in  the  Main  Street  where  they  were  born ,  i s

now  in  the  care  of  the  Nat iona l  Trust .
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WE ARE  NOT  LOOK ING  FOR  THE
PERFEC T  PERSON ,  BUT  WE  ARE
LOOK ING  FOR  SOMEONE  WHO :  

i s  a  good  pastor  and  a

good  l i s tener

has  energy  and

enthus iasm ,  i s  conf ident

and  has  hope  fo r  the

future

TEAM REC TOR  PROF I LE

i s  miss iona l  and  who

engages  with  people  who

do  not  come  to  church

7

wh a t  we  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r

i s  sp i r i tua l l y  mature ,  prayer fu l

and  grounded  in  Scr ipture

i s  able  to  cope  wel l  with  a

range  of  worsh ip  s ty les  and

churchmanship

i s  wi l l ing  to  l i s ten  to  others ,  a  s t rong  col leg iate

leader ,  who  can  make  di f f icu l t  dec is ions  where

necessary ;  who  discerns  and  encourages  the  vocat ions

and  minis t ry  of  others

i s  an  encourager  and  fac i l i ta tor ,  enabler  and  nurturer ,

able  to  support  and  t ra in  others  and  grow  disc ip les

and  keen  to  promote  cont inued  teaching  across  the

GMC  (e .g .  the  ser ies  of  Minis t ry  Development  Days )
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wh a t  we  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r

whi l s t  br ing ing  his /her  ins ights ,

conso l idates  progress  a l ready

achieved  in  the  Cockermouth  Area

Team  and  in  the  Miss ion  Community

and  moves  fo rward  on  the

foundat ions  that  have  been

establ i shed  ra ther  than  re - invent ing

the  wheel

i s  enthus ias t ic  about  ecumenica l

work  and  keen  to  embrace  the

shar ing  of  minis t r ies  across  the

covenanted  denominat ions ,  whi l s t

respect ing  and  ce lebrat ing  the

dis t inct i ve  character  of  ind iv idua l

congregat ions ,  act ing  a lso  as  the  key

l ink  person  between  the  GMC  and

Churches  Together  in  the

Cockermouth  Area

has  a  good  apprec iat ion  of  the

di f fe rence  between  West  Cumbr ian

v i l lage  and  town  communit ies ,  i s

ab le  to  support  those  who  are  l ess

s t rong  and  respects  church  and

community  ident i t ies  which  may

evolve  over  t ime



 

The  v icarage  i s  a  1980s  house ,  which  won  an  award

for  i t s  arch i tect  at  the  t ime .  I t  i s  descr ibed  as  ‘qui rky ’

by  a l l  who  v i s i t ,  because  the  s ta i r s  are  not  where  you

might  expect !   

 

There  are  4  bedrooms ,  one  of  them  en  su i te  –  3

double  and  1  s ing le .  Downsta i r s ,  there  are  k i tchen

and  ut i l i t y  room ;  din ing  room ;  lounge  and  s tudy .  The

garage  i s  a  detached  bui ld ing  adjacent  to  the

v icarage ,  across  a  smal l  yard /k i tchen  garden  f rom  the

back  door .
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Cockermouth & the North Lake Distr ict

TEAM REC TOR  PROF I LE

Cockermouth Area Team

Car l is le  Diocese

God For  Al l

Grasmoor  Miss ion Community

Chr ist  Church Great  Broughton Facebook  

St .  Br idget 's  Br idekirk  Facebook

http : / /cockermouthareachurches .org .uk /

http : / /cockermouth .org .uk /

https : / /www .car l i s led iocese .org .uk /

godfora l l .org .uk /

 http : / /cockermouthareachurches .org .uk /mc /

https : / /www . facebook .com /Chr i s t -Church -Great -Broughton -

249957012231803 /

https : / /www . facebook .com /s tbr idgetsbr idek i rk /

13

U S E F U L  W E B S I T E S

Al l  Sa ints  Facebook  
www . facebook .com /a l l sa intscockermouth /

Christ  Church Cockermouth Facebook  

www . facebook .com /Chr i s tChurchCockermouth

http://cockermouthareachurches.org.uk/
http://cockermouth.org.uk/
https://www.carlislediocese.org.uk/
http://godforall.org.uk/
http://cockermouthareachurches.org.uk/mc/
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Church-Great-Broughton-249957012231803/
https://www.facebook.com/stbridgetsbridekirk/
http://www.facebook.com/allsaintscockermouth/
http://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchCockermouth


W o u l d  yo u

l i k e  t o

a r r a n g e  a

v i s i t?

COCKERMOUTH  AREA  T EAM
IN  THE  GRASMOOR
MISS ION  COMMUNI TY  

Contact:
Ordinand & PCC Secretary
Deborah Hoddinott
Email: deborah@hoddinott.me 
Tel: 07795174682

www.godforall.org.uk Diocese of Carlisle

http://peter.clement@cumbriachristianlearning.org.uk/

