
A TIME TO SOW...
Your support of the Bishop’s Harvest Appeal will help give families in Burkina Faso and opportunity 
for a brigher future.

Church Mission Society seeks to see communities transformed 
as we make disciples of Jesus at the edges. Please support the 
Bishop’s Harvest Appeal to empower people at the edges like 
Luis and Jorge to reach their God-given potential among 
indigenous people in the Chaco.

As we reflect during this harvest season, we are 
reminded that there is a time to sow and a time to 
reap. For many in Burkina Faso, finding land to plant 
seeds and a place to live long enough to harvest has 
been a significant challenge. Internal conflicts have 
forced 2 million people to flee their homes, their 
communities, and their land. This displacement has 
placed immense strain on agriculture, the backbone 
of the economy, where over 80% of the workforce is 
employed. These challenges are devastating for rural 
communities, heavily reliant on crop and livestock 
production for both income and sustenance. 

The most affected areas are the Central North and 
Sahel regions. However, even amid political 
instability, security threats, and severe hunger, 
Christian Aid and its partners have been on the 
ground responding to this urgent need. Those fleeing 
conflict are welcomed with open arms, but resources 
are quickly depleted. 

With your support, Christian Aid (CA) and its partners 
have been able to assist internally displaced 
communities by helping them acquire land, plant 
crops, and begin rebuilding their lives. Workshops are 
commencing to foster community cohesion between 
host communities and new arrivals, equipping them 
with the resources to achieve economic 
independence and thrive with dignity. 

One such community is Pensa, located in the Central 
North. Here, Christian Aid partners have collaborated 
with the government to secure over 40 hectares of land 
(approximately 23 football pitches) offering new 
beginnings for over 2,000 displaced families. Christian 
Aid is providing training in resilient farming techniques, 
empowering families to cultivate food for both 
sustenance and sale, thus aiding them in rebuilding 
their lives and achieving economic independence.

Throughout this program, over 2,300 households will 
receive land and seeds to start anew in their 
communities. This month, seed distribution has 
commenced with beans and groundnuts, preparing for 
the upcoming rainy season. This moment represents a 
powerful symbol of hope and renewal. As we reflect on 
the harvest, we are reminded that it is not only about 
the crops that grow, but also about the renewal of 
communities, the restoration of dignity, and the 
rebuilding of lives. 

PRAYER POINTS

Let us join in prayer for the communities in Pensa . 

1.Father God, we pray for your blessing on the land, that 
the rains will come at the right time, and the harvest will 
be abundant, providing food security and hope for the 
future. 

2. Father God, may you give them strength, resilience, 
and healing for those who have lost everything. May 
they find peace, stability, and strong friendships to help 
them rebuild their lives.

3.Father God, we ask for wisdom, endurance, and divine 
guidance as the staff continue their vital work in 
challenging conditions, responding to the needs of the 
people with compassion and skill.  
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Your prayers and financial support 
make a big difference. Luis shares, “I 

want to thank those who are praying 
for us. We can’t hear your prayers 

because of the distance and 
language but we feel very supported 

by them".

A NEW GENERATION OF 
LEADERS
Jorge hadn’t studied for 25 years. Luis only completed 
the first year of secondary school. Both needed training 
to confidently serve as deacons of indigenous 
congregations in our companion diocese of Northern 
Argentina. Thanks to your support, a new centre in 
Ingeniero Juárez is equipping them.

The diocese is vast, containing 187 churches from five 
different indigenous people groups. Since missionaries 
first shared the gospel with the Wichí people in 1911, 
many people have become Christians. But in the last four 
years, 80 older pastors have died, so training younger, 
indigenous leaders has been identified as a priority by a 
CMS-supported Indigenous Mission Congress that 
brought people groups together to plan a way forward. 
Vicar General Daniel Lescano says: “Training is needed for 
good biblical teaching, biblical knowledge and 
understanding is necessary. Furthermore, widespread 
drug use and alcoholism are demanding relevant 
pastoral responses.”

The new Centro de Formación Anglicano offers training 
designed for students like Jorge and Luis. Trainers like 
CMS local partner Marcos Humacata understand the 
leaders have limited formal education, are studying in 
their second language, Spanish, and come from oral 
storytelling cultures.

The leaders in training travel great distances to study at 
the centre, staying for two weeks, followed by a week at 
home – so families needn’t be uprooted. The 10 students 
at the centre focus on cultivating character and growing 
in knowledge and abilities. Coming from different 
cultures means students learn to resolve conflicts and 
collaborate. 

Confidence is building among the newly trained leaders  
Luis comments: “When I first got here, I was fearful, now I 
trust the other students and I enjoy all that we are 
learning.” Jorge adds, “Through this training we realise 
that we have strong foundations, our faith has a firm 
base."
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