Surrogate training 
Legalities
· Four ways of getting a licence : Banns, SRC,  Ecclesiastical (Common) Licence, Special Licence  When used : Special for school or college or hospital or military chapel (not licensed for weddings); SRC / Ecclesiastical : more or less interchangeable….  

· NB if one or both of couple are not British citizens, send them to Superintendent Registrar – they will need a letter from the incumbent showing that s/he intends to marry them at the parish church on date : and that they fulfil the qualifying connection because.. 

· What the licence is testing : not related, not already married, old enough, not being coerced, sound mind (last three are about good consent)

· Ecclesiastical licence must be sworn in person (checking coercion) 

What the couple need to bring 
· Birth Certificate, Passport, Driving Licence, evidence of address 

· you should photocopy all these

The form and the licence – go through them

· Things not to forget : to sign yourself; to get the couple to sign twice;

· Interpretation of “habitual worshipper” 

Swearing the affidavit 
· Tip – get everything ready (forms, pens

· Tip – I usually put the words of the oath in front of the couple 

· best to use a fountain pen but….

· Tip - have a nice envelope to put the licence in when they take it away

what the couple need to do next 

· they must make sure that the person marrying them sees the licence – but once it has been seen, it is theirs; probably best that they keep it in case the person marrying them cannot do this at the last minute – so that they could then show the licence to the stand-in 

what you need to do next 

· photocopy the completed affidavit and staple the copy to the copies of the ID and keep safely in a folder for a year – then bin
· send the original back to Laura Peace – with the fee; she will send you replacement forms
If you have questions:
· ask one of the Archdeacons or the Registrar 

Fee: 
· have a separate fees account – don’t mix these fees up with a personal account, nor with a church account 

Final thoughts
· this licence can be granted very quickly – even on “the day” itself!  

· the process takes about 30 minutes

· do ask the couple some friendly questions – how is it going etc?  do they have any questions about their marriage : this is an important experience for them 

CoronaVirus precautions 
· if they are showing symptoms they must comply with Govt guidelines and not come

· meet outside – or distanced inside; masks are OK but you will want to check that they match any photo ID 

· wipe surfaces before and after 

· get them to use their own pen

· wash your hands before and after 

· leave doors open through the house so that they don’t have to touch door handles; open the front door for them on their way out…. 

