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Appointment of Foundation Governors
Guidance for the Parish Church Council (PCC) and Church of England (CE) Schools
Foundation Governors are appointed by the Diocesan Board of Education (DBE) after consultation with the PCC in which the school is situated. However where the PCC is part of a mission community it is expected that they will consult with other churches before responding to this consultation.  This is especially important where the school serves more than one parish.  PCCs should also consult with the head and chair of governors at the school concerning any particular skill sets that are needed on the governing body.
The role of Foundation Governors is

· to preserve and develop the religious character of the school.    
· to work in partnership with the DBE.

· to liaise with the local churches to ensure strong, mutually supportive links between the school, the church and the wider community
· to provide sound governance

The PCC should give careful and prayerful thought when considering appropriate people to serve in this important role in the life of the school, the church and the wider community.  
The PCC should nominate people who have

· Wisdom, sound judgement and good relational skills
· Christian faith and preferably regular contact with a church (not necessarily CE)

· Where possible, experience of school or other work with young people and/or are parents of children in school etc

Foundation Governors are required to 
· behave appropriately as representatives of the diocese and the local church.  
· undertake initial training for the role and regular update training during their period of office.  (This training is available from the diocese and the local authority.  For information about diocesan training see below).
Foundation Governors have particular responsibilities in senior staff appointments, for the performance management of headteachers and for issues of staff discipline etc.  
When nominating Foundation Governors the PCC is asked to ensure that the nominated person completes the attached Foundation Governor nomination form and ensure that it is returned to the Diocesan Director of Education.  The governor is not appointed and may not serve on the governing body until s/he has received formal notification from the Diocesan Director.
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FOUNDATION GOVERNOR NOMINATION FORM
	Name of School:


	

	Name of person recommended to DBE for appointment as a Foundation Governor:
	

	Address of nominee:

Postcode:
	

	E-mail:
	

	Individual background and

Relevant experience:

Please provide any relevant information eg.

Previous experience in schools

Contact with a church or other relevant group

Parent etc


	

	Commitment: 

Signed (by the prospective Foundation Governor):  
...................………………………


	· I profess the Christian Faith;

· I understand the role of a Foundation Governor is to preserve and develop the Christian character of the school (which includes taking a full part in other aspects of work as a governor)

· I commit myself to work for the CE purposes for which the school was established and now exists;

· I will behave at all times in a manner which is appropriate to my role as a Foundation Governor and a representative of the Diocesan Board of Education

· I commit to undertake initial and ongoing training as directed by the Local Authority and Diocese and understand this will be taken into account at any subsequent nomination for reappointment;

· Foundation Governors who are also members of staff can only serve where the number of governors who are staff does not exceed one third of the total.


	To be completed by an appropriate officer of the PCC 
This is sent with the agreement of ……………………………………………………….PCC

and follows consultation with the Chair of Governors or the Head Teacher of the School.

Dated ……………………………………  Signed ………………………………………………..

                                                               Position ……………………………………………….


Return to: Morven Anson, Church House, 19-24 Friargate, Penrith, CA11 7XR education@carlislediocese.org.uk
Training for Governors

Diocesan Training for Church of England Governors
Module 1 - Church Schools: An introduction to the basics and church/school links 
Module 2 – Preparing for SIAMS
Module 3 – Distinctive Christian Character
Module 4 – RE and Collective Worship
There is a small charge for Governor Training Modules – your school may be exempt from charge if they are part of the Partnership Agreement. Please consult with your Clerk/Chair of Governors prior to booking training. 

Anyone applying for appointment as a Foundation Governor who wishes to be exempted from any of the above training modules should outline their previous experience which means they do not need to complete this training.  
I have read this information and am happy to fulfil these expectations.
Signed………………………………………………….     Date………………………………………. 
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