Workshop: EXPLORING
Reading the Bible in Public yowr call,
Handout 3

Genesis 1:1-13

'When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was complete chaos, and darkness
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. *Then God
said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. * And God saw that the light was good, and God
separated the light from the darkness. ®*God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night.
And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. And God said, “Let there be a dome in
the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” ?So God made the dome and
separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it
was so. 8God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.
°And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land
appear.” And it was so. "*God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he
called Seas. And God saw that it was good. ""Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation:
plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was
so. 2The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind
bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. "*And there was evening and there was
morning, the third day.

1 Samuel 3:1-10

"Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in those
days; visions were not widespread. ?At that time ELli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he
could not see, was lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was
lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. #Then the LORD called, “Samuel!
Samuel!”® and he said, “Here | am!” ®and ran to Eli and said, “Here | am, for you called me.” But he
said, “l did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. ®The LORD called again, “Samuel!”
Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here | am, for you called me.” But he said, “l did not call, my
son; lie down again.” ?Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet
been revealed to him. 8The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli and
said, “Here | am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. °Therefore
Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is
listening.” ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. " Now the LORD came and stood there, calling
as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Samuel%203.1-10&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-7281a

Isaiah 43:16-21
Thus says the LORD,
who makes a way in the sea,
a path in the mighty waters,
7who brings out chariot and horse,
army and warrior;
they lie down; they cannotrise;
they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:
8Do not remember the former things
or consider the things of old.
9] am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth; do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.
20The wild animals will honor me,
the jackals and the ostriches,
for | give water in the wilderness,
rivers in the desert,
to give drink to my chosen people,
21 the people whom | formed for myself
so that they might declare my praise.



